
InnoWorks is an innovative science and engineering program designed by 
volunteer college undergraduates for middle-school students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds, the flagship program of United InnoWorks 
Academy, a 501(c)(3) non-profit educational organization founded in 2003. 
The primary goals of InnoWorks are to (1) provide underprivileged students 
with an opportunity to explore the real-world links among science and 
engineering disciplines, (2) foster teamwork, enthusiasm, and career interests 
in science and engineering, and (3) use current neuroscience and educational 
research to develop mentoring, teaching, and learning methods that build 
student confidence in problem-solving. 
 
The InnoWorks initiative is unique among extracurricular educational 
programs for several reasons. First, InnoWorks programs are offered entirely 
free of charge for all students nominated by their schools and community 
centers. Second, the programs are developed and conducted entirely by 
volunteer undergraduate students from around the country who are eager to 
share their passion for science and engineering. Third, InnoWorks curricula 
are designed to be exceptionally interdisciplinary, which enables students to 
understand connections among different scientific fields and how they relate 
to their own lives. Finally, to personalize and improve mentoring and teaching 
methodologies, InnoWorks develops and evaluates novel adaptations of 
research by cognitive neuroscientists and educational psychologists. 
 

“They’re [mentors] really protective and they care about you a lot. 
I liked science but I didn’t think it would be as fun so I didn’t really 
pay much attention to it, but now I realize that science is much more 
than boring.” 

Brittany, Age 11, 2005 InnoWorker on WRAL 5 (CBS) News 
 

“I’m having a great time, and I’d like to thank all of these great 
people [InnoWorks mentors and staff] for coming out of their way 
and putting their lives on hold to be with us young folks. Thank 
you!” 

Chris, Age 13, 2005 InnoWorker on InnoWorks DVD 
 
"They're amazing, really. We can relate to them because they're 
going to school and we're going to school -- we're all working 
towards the same goals. They talk to us about college and what we 
can do in science." 

Brianne, Age 13, 2004 InnoWorker in Maryland Gazette 
 
“The camp was great—it was very, very great. These were some 
nice mentors and all that. It’s just a great camp! I will recommend it 
to other kids.” 

Shakela, Age 11, 2005 InnoWorker on InnoWorks DVD 
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