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Students help younger pupils
get what they need in school

BY PAUL BONNER
pbonner@heraldsun.com; 419-6621

To all appearances, the only
thing wrong with the 11-year-old
boy was his repeated bad behav-
ior and suspensions from school.

As the law students of Duke
Law School’s Children’s Educa-
tion Law Clinic took a closer
look, however, a different pic-
fure emerged. The boy’s prima-
ry problem might be academic,
according to an evaluation they
helped his family obtain. He had
dyslexia that had gone undiag-

nosed. A law student from the

clinic attended meetings
between the boy’s mother and
school administrators that

resulted in special education ser-
vices for him.

The case was one of scores
that the clinic, a community-ser-
vice arm of Duke Law School,
handles annually on behalf of
public-school students and their
families.

Helping families
Based in downtown Durham,
the Children’s Education Law

WETTACH

Clinic provides
legal adv1ce and representation
to help families obtain what fed-
eral law guarantees: an appro-
priate free education -in the
least-restrictive environment.

The service, free to low-
income families, serves mostly
students in Durham, Wake and
Orange counties but also
extends to the 11-county greater

Triangle area. It handles about
60 cases a year. Most often,
cases involve children’s special
educational needs or their long-
term suspension or expulsion,
said the program’s director, Jane
Wettach, who also is a professor
in the law school. It is one of
three legal aid clinics operated
by Duke Law School; the others
address legal issues involving
AIDS and economic develop-
ment in low-wealth communi-
ties.

Law school students also vol-
unteer in several outside public-
interest projects, such as assess-
ing prison inmates’ claims of
wrongful conviction and tax fil-
ing assistance.

“We did a lot of interviewing

Duke law clinic gives parents a hand

and concluded [the Children’s
Education Law Clinic] was an
area where parents and children
needed advocacy, and it’s very,
very hard to find a private
lawyer willing to do it,” Wettach
said.

Between eight and 10 law
school students staff the clinic
during the school year, for
which, along with a classroom
seminar, they receive course
credit,. This summer, however,
the clinic employed a rising sec-
ond-year Duke Law student,
Meredith Stewart, under an
“extern” arrangement spon-
sored by the Houston office of
global law firm Howrey LLP.

see LAW | page B3
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and dumping a payload on cue. Nearly 30 col-
lege-student volunteers were mentors for the
44 middle-school students. The latter were
chosen from among those receiving free and
reduced-price lunches, most of them at
Chewning Middle School. ;

As the robot car teams worked in the Fitz-
patrick Center at the Pratt School of Engi-
neering, other students at 4 lab in Duke’s
Biology Department nearby used micro-
scopes to examine termite innards, cells
from inside their cheeks and bacteria that
remained on their hands even after washing.

“Could you eat wood?” Hwang asked the
students. “Could you digest it?” Unlike the
termites, he explained, we don’t have the spe-
cial bacteria in our digestive tracts that
enable them to dine on 2-by-4s.

Other projects included fingerprint analy-
sis and other crime scene investigation tech-
niques using homemade pH indicators made
from cabbage juice and chromatography to
analyze ink to identify a pen used to write a
note. Students made model rockets and stud-
ied their trajectories and pretended to be
music producers, designing and building’
electronic circuits to extract a vocal track
from a musical recording.

“We want to make them more enthusiastic
about science and learning in general,”
Hwang said. “We’re throwing a lot at them,
but they’re in a team atmosphere that helps
them in building confidence.”

Busy leader

Hwang undertakes a good bit himself, as a
senior with a triple major in biomedical engi-
neering, physics and electrical and comput-
er engineering who already has published
several papers in scientific research jour-
nals. Somehow, he also manages to edit a
campus humanities journal and play violin in
the university symphony.

Established as a nonprofit corporation with
Hwang as its director, this is the second sum-
mer for InnoWorks, for which he and others
have developed a curriculum and training
materials. The program has gained sponsor-
ship from GlaxoSmithKline, Cisco Systems,
the Burroughs Wellcome Fund and others. It
is free to the campers, with lunch provided.

As Team Sponge worked out the bugs in its
robotic car, team member Kenneth Blanding,
who attends Chewning, said his favorite team
competition during the weeklong camp was
dropping eggs without breaking them, from
the stairways in the Fitzpatrick Center’s atri-
um to its flagstone floor. His team achieved
the highest drop, using padding and a para-
chute. He also helped the team redesign its
rocket’s fins to increase the craft’s trajecto-

| ry and the fins’ durability.

“T learn new things every day,” Blanding
said.
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Kenneth Blanding (top), a rising seventh-grader at Chewning Middle School;
Sharad Satsangi (top l:ft , a University of Maryland junior electrical engineering
major; Cydney Newman (at laptop), a rising seventh-grader at Brogden Middle
School; Ashley Morton (bottom lzft),' a Brogden rising seventh-grader; Amanda
Starnes, a rising Chewning eighth-grader; and Nita Amornsiripanitch (bottom), a
Duke biology undergraduate student, work on a robotics project during
InnoWorks 2005 inside the Fitzpatrick Center at Duke University. The weeklong
camp is designed to boost enthusiasm for science and learning.




